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Reflection on Fitzgerald Works
Both Winter Dreams and The Crack-Up deal with the outcome of chasing after an unattainable dream. Fitzgerald focuses on disillusionment and how people can be negatively impacted by false hope. In both stories, there is a person who is deeply affected by the loss of a dream that was cherished and pursued by a long time. The two works are insightful yet personal takes of how despair and frustration can arise from hope and positivity. I like both of the works by Fitzgerald, but was impacted more by The Crack-Up because of how personal it was to the author. He describes in great but painful detail how he was affected after succeeding early as a renowned writer. His success may have led him to believe that happiness and wealth were the only things that would exist in his life from that period onward. He was not prepared for the possible collapse of such a good life. His marriage to Zelda and connection to her disintegrated slowly over time while his health simultaneously became worse. By his mid-thirties his fame had already passed his peak and he got depressed from the realization that the perfect life he had pursued from a young age was already over before it had really started. 
I now consider Fitzgerald one of the strongest individuals of his time because of having the courage to depict how his life turned out. It must not have been easy to relive how fame and happiness turned to anguish and loneliness by the time he was 34 years old. He gives readers an idea of how it feels to live in a dream world and think that the only way is up, only for the dream world to collapse and the individual experiencing a new reality of hopelessness. His friendship with Hemingway was a reflection of the idea of the false dream as presented by Fitzgerald in his writings. Hemingway appreciated the writing skills of Fitzgerald but never respected him as a person. It shows how Fitzgerald may have thought that fame and success would be enough to earn him the universal love of his peers, but in reality people did not appreciate his constant desire for validation. Hemingway did not like how Fitzgerald seemed to live with the main goal of validating his position among the rich and famous. 
